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FORGING A POLITICAL,
EDUCATIONAL, AND CULTURAL
AGENDA FOR INDIAN COUNTRY
Common Sense Recommendations
Gleaned from Deloria's Prose

David E. Will<ins

Fortunately for the hun1an species, in its wide assortment of pign1entations,
cultural experiences, and geographic locations, each generation of a given
people produces a sn1all nun1ber of truly spirited individuals. These are indi
viduals who not only possess the ability to constructively critique and analyze
what is both sound and problematic in their society-or for our purposes, a
set of societies-but who also have the rarer gift of being able to propound
suggestions, ideas, and prognostications on what might be done to improve
the human condition, both individually and collectively.
In the breadth and depth of Vine Deloria J r.'s copious works across sev
eral disciplines, manifested in more than twenty books, two hundred articles,
and uncounted speeches, interviews, and congressional testimonials, one finds
a bevy of such societal, structural, and attitudinal critiques. And, more impor
tant for the purposes of this chapter, an even n1ore exciting bounty of
suggested reforms, strategies, and policy recommendations that, if fully imple
n1ented or adopted, would produce imn1ediate and sustainable in1provements
in a variety of fields for both indigenous and nonindigenous populations.
In1portant!y, some of Deloria's suggestions and concepts have already
been incorporated into policy, law, and intergovernmental relations. First,
through his sen1inal polemic Custer Died for Your Sins, the concept of tribal
sovereignty was articulated in a way that made sense for Native peoples in a
political, legal, and cultural sense. Second, and fundamentally related to tribal
sovereignty, Deloria was responsible for conceptualizing the essential doctrine
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